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Please Note: July meetng is on Saturday the 13th at 
2pm.

Bring a dish or dessert to share for the Summer 
Picnic potluck, hot dogs, hamburgers, and fixins’  
provided by Club.

Please watch the Website and FaceBook for any 
new information.

In This Issue:
President’s Message
**Mackinaw Bridge Crossing  
Greg’s Event News
Ask the Pro
Sponsor Ads and more…
—and MUCH MORE



Hello fellow GLATC members!
  Ok guys and gals, here we go!! July 
is upon us, and the Club schedule is a 
busy one!! Greg Hansmeier, our Club 
activities director, has had his nose to the 
grindstone putting together details for all 
the July events. It is a very large task, and 
I would like to thank Greg for all his hard 
work and his sense of humor! Be sure to 
check out the July schedule of events 
later in the newsletter. (Greg has included 
some road trips for those that may be 
interested.)
 

The first two major events coming 
up are the July 4th parades in Lake City 
and Fife Lake. The Lake City parade is at 
10am with line up at 830am. It is a really 
large and fun parade to run in with 
thousands of spectators cheering us on!  
(I have again requested that our club be 
placed toward the beginning of the parade 
so our members can move on to the Fife 
Lake parade) The Fife Lake parade 
follows up in the afternoon at 2pm, with 
line up beginning at 1pm. 

While not quite as large as Lake 
City, it is still a fairly big parade and 
equally as fun to participate in. Greg has 
all the pertinent information for you in his 
schedule of events article. Also, as is the 
custom for the 4th- decorate those 
tractors and show your patriotism with 
pride!!
 

Next we have our upcoming 
summer picnic/membership meeting on 
Saturday, July 13th at 2pm. We will kickoff 
the summer with the club furnishing 
hotdogs and hamburgers with all the 
fixings. Please bring a dish to pass and 
your own table service. Also, feel free to 
bring a tractor to set out on display for the 
picnic and meeting.  

  Just a reminder that the newsletters will 
now include an article containing a brief 
summary of the meetings.This was a good 
suggestion from a few members at the May 
meeting and I would like to thank them for the 
feedback and ideas. This article will be absent 
from the July newsletter since there was no 
meeting in June. Look for its return in the 
August newsletter!
 

The sign up for the bridge crossing 
continues. Our Club has about a dozen 
members signed up so far the last I knew, with 
at least 56 clubs and over 800 tractors already 
registered!! My advice to you would be to get 
registered as soon as possible if you plan to go 
this year! Another note to be aware of - the 
buddy rider registration ends on July 15th, so 
please be sure to register before then if you 
intend to be a buddy rider this year. 
 
Please check out our club website 
www.greatlakesantiquetractorclub.org for the 
latest updates! There have been some new 
pictures added to the site and some new 
features! There are links to click on to 
download and print member applications and 
bridge crossing information. If you have any 
comments, questions, suggestions, or articles 
for the newsletter and or the website- please 
let us know!! Contact Sandy Boals or myself!
 

Finally, I hope you all stay safe during 
your holiday travels and I hope to see many of 
you at the Lake City parade and the picnic 
meeting on July 13th!! Remember that this 
meeting has a special start time at 2pm!! 

See you there!!
 

Mike Polega
President
Great Lakes Antique Tractor 
Club
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July 13th
 will be our Kick-Off Summer Picnic 

followed by the membership 
meeting.

We’ll gather at the Union 

Township Hall at 2pm with 
hotdogs and hamburgers with all 
the fixins’ furnished by the Club!

 The Club will also furnish 
Lite Lemonade and 

Unsweetened Ice Tea.

Please bring your table service and 
a side dish or dessert to share.

The Club always has extra 
table service if needed.

Don’t Miss out! Get 

your 50-50/raffle 

tickets. Several 

drawings - you could be 

a WINNER!
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Hello	everyone!!

"Ask	the	Pro"	is	back!!	This	ar7cle	is	
designed	to	bring	informa7ve	and	helpful	7ps	to	
you	about	small	engines	and	their	care,	repair,	
and	maintenance.	I	have	spent	34	years	(20	of	it	
professionally)	turning	a	wrench	as	a	small	
engine	mechanic.	I	will	share	some	of	that	
knowledge	with	you	here!

Oil	 changes	 on	 your	 lawn	 or	 garden	
tractor	-	is	it	really	that	important?	The	answer	is	
YES	 it	 is!!	 Your	 lawn	or	 garden	 tractor	operates	
in	 some	 really	 nasty	 condi7ons.	 Most	 notably-	
dusty	 condi7ons	 while	 mowing	 and	 7lling	 the	
garden.	 This	 dust	 plugs	 up	 your	 air	 filter	 prePy	
quickly,	 which	 makes	 it	 impera7ve	 that	 you	
check	 and	 clean	 the	 filter	 regularly.	 These	
condi7ons	also	contaminate	the	oil,	which	is	why	
it	turns	a	jet	black	color	over	7me.	

Good	 rule	 of	 thumb	 is	 to	 change	 your	
engine	 oil	 once	 a	 year.	 If	 the	 condi7ons	 are	
severe	 and/or	 you	mow	 commercially	 or	 just	 a	
lot	in	 general,	 you	 will	 need	 to	 change	 the	 oil	
more	frequently.	Use	a	good	quality	small	engine	
oil,	 making	 sure	 to	 use	 the	 correct	 weight	
according	 to	 your	manufacturer's	 specifica7ons.	
Most	 tractor	 engines	 use	 SAE	 30	 weight	 oil.	
There	are	some	such	as	Honda,	Kohler	Pro,	and	
Kawasaki	 that	 use	 a	 mul7	 weight	 like	 10w30.	
Tractors	 used	 during	 the	 winter	 months	 will	
oYen	use	a	5w30	oil.	

Changing	the	oil	filter	is	just	as	important.	
Your	 average	 homeowner	 that	 changes	 the	 oil	
once	a	year	does	not	necessarily	need	to	change	
the	 filter	 every	 year.	 This	 depends	 on	 the	
condi7ons	 you	 are	 mowing	 in.	 If	 you	 have	 a	
lot	of	sand	and	dust,	then	you	should	change	the	
filter	 yearly.	 If	 you	have	a	manicured	 lawn	with	
irriga7on,	 you	 can	 change	 the	filter	every	other	
year.	If	your	oil	is	black	-	you	need	to	change	the	

filter.	If	the	oil	is	clean	at	the	end	of	the	season,	you	
can	 get	 away	 with	 not	 changing	 the	 filter.	 When	
changing	 the	 filter,	 it	 is	 best	 to	 use	 the	 filter	
recommended	for	 that	 engine.	 DO	 NOT	 use	
automo7ve	 filters	 as	 they	 do	 not	 offer	 the	 same	
filtra7on	as	a	small	engine	filter.	

The	 best	 method	 for	 changing	 the	 oil	 and	
filter	 on	 your	 lawn	or	 garden	 tractor	 is	 to	 start	 by	
warming	up	the	engine.	This	will	get	the	oil	hot	and	
will	 ensure	 it	 all	 drains	 out	 with	 the	 impuri7es.	
Once	 the	 oil	 is	 drained,	 spin	 off	 the	 old	 oil	 filter.	
Clean	 up	 any	 spilled	 oil.	 I	 usually	 take	 the	 new	oil	
filter	and	prefill	the	filter	with	oil.	(This	is	an	age	old	
debate,	 and	 many	 people	 opt	 not	 to	 prefill	 the	
filter.	 I	 like	to	prefill	because	 it	ensures	there	 is	no	
"dry	run"	for	however	many	seconds	it	takes	for	the	
filter	to	fill	up	with	oil.)	

Spin	the	new	filter	on	and	hand	7ghten	only!	
Do	not	use	a	filter	wrench	 to	7ghten	as	 you	 could	
pinch	the	seal	on	the	filter	and	cause	it	to	leak.	You	
will	 also	 have	 a	 harder	 7me	 removing	 the	 filter	 at	
the	next	oil	change.	All	you	need	to	do	 is	snug	the	
filter	 by	 hand.	 Then	 -	 fill	 the	 crankcase	with	 fresh	
small	 engine	oil	 of	 the	 correct	weight	 and	amount	
for	that	engine.		

Now	you	are	ready	to	start	your	engine	and	
let	 it	 run	for	a	couple	minutes.	Shut	the	engine	off	
and	 recheck	 your	 oil.	 Top	 off	 the	 oil	 as	 needed	 to	
bring	 the	 oil	 to	 full	 on	 the	 dips7ck.	 Finally,	 some	
people	 like	to	put	the	date	and	or	hours	on	the	oil	
filter.	This	is	a	good	prac7ce	to	follow.

This	is	just	a	general	summary	of	performing	
an	 oil	 change.	 There	 may	 be	 addi7onal	 steps	
involved	with	different	tractor	models.	Always	refer	
to	your	owner's	manual	 for	specific	 instruc7ons	on	
performing	 engine	 oil	 changes	 and	 other	
maintenance.	

I	hope	you	found	this	informa7on	helpful.	In	
the	 next	 issue,	 we	 will	 discuss	 flat	 7res	 -	 what	 a	
pain!!	LOL!

Keep	on	wrenching!

Mike
"Ask	the	Pro"	
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JULY 2024 EVENTS
 
If you are looking for redundant, you are pretty 
much in the right place.

 
LAKE CITY “GREATEST FOURTH IN THE 

NORTH” PARADE
THURSDAY, JULY 04, 2024

10:00 a.m.
 

We have permission to use the vacant lot 
that used to be the elementary school.  West 
from the M-66/M-55 intersection, proceed to 
Houghton Lake Street and turn right (south).  It 
runs along the east side of Lake City High 
School.  The next right turn (west) is Russell 
Street.  Proceed to the vacant lot at the 
northwest corner of Russell Street and Pine 
Street.  Once deployed, it may be easier to 
take the driveway north/northeast to the main 
parking lot and to M-55/Houghton Lake Road. 
 

Mike filed, as is our practice, to request 
placement early in the parade to allow 
adequate time at the end of the parade to load 
up and head for Fife Lake.  When they 
accomodate us, we typically line up on 
Broadway Street.  So, to get there, turn left 
(west) on M-55 and proceed straight through 
the stop light.  

It then becomes Park Street.  Proceed to 
the curve which becomes Perry Street. Cross 
over Fisher Street to Broadway Street.  From 
there it will be a right or left turn depending on 
our assignment.  My stock recommendation 
each year, however, is 'follow Mike.'
 

Line up begins at 8:30 AM and the parade 
begins at 10:00. It goes through downtown 
Lake City and several neighborhoods.  It ends 
at/near Russell Street.  Hypothetically, (how is 
that for a $5 word when a $1 one would do) 
parade units are deemed to have the right of 
way on Russell Street.

 

There are no detours or road construction in 
the immediate Lake City area. 

 Cautionary notes:  This year they are only 
doing a 5K run. Part of these runs are done 
on Broadway Street.  Also, as in past years,
watch for ATVs in and around the park area.

* * * * * * 

FIFE LAKE FOURTH OF JULY PARADE
THURSDAY, JULY 04, 2024  2:00 PM

 
When leaving for Fife Lake, pull out on 

northbound Houghton Street to M-55/
Houghton Lake Road.  Turn right (east) and 
go .2 mile to
northbound Decker Road.  There is a red 
barn on the property at the norhteast corner.  
Take Decker Road .9 mile to Sanborn Road. 
There is a Blair Storage sign on the west 
side just before intersection. 

Turn left (west) on Sanborn Road and 
go .4 mile to M-66/Morley Road.  Turn right 
(north) on M-66/Morley Road and proceed 
15.7 miles to Ingersoll Road.  There is a 
loose gravel advisory sign on Ingersoll.  
Except for two short strips, the loose gravel 
has been pushed to the side by traffic.

Once on Ingersoll Road, proceed 7.8 
miles to the stop sign at Coster SW.  Turn 
right (northwest – up stream) and 1.0 mile 
into the downtown area.  Carefully cross the 
Great Lakes Central Railroad tracks (Never 
trust a train. They have loco  motives).  After 
the tracks, bear left on State Street.  

Continue to Fife Lake Road (museum 
corner).  Turn right and proceed to the 
parking lot of FOREST AREA CREDIT 
UNION at the intersection of Fife Lake Road
and U.S. 131.  The street address is 638 
Boyd Street, Fife Lake 49633. Please make 
sure the drive up area and night depository 
are not blocked.

Events continued on page 6 ~ 
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Events continued from page 5 ~

Please use wood under the ramps when 
deploying and loading. Proceed back to the 
downtown intersection.  Turn right (west)
and proceed to State Street and Pierce Road.  
Pierce runs along the side of the elementary 
school.  The parade line up will be done on 
Pierce Road.  LINE UP begins at 1:00.  Once 
again, care and caution due to the use of golf 
carts and ATVs. 
 

* * * * * * 

ROAD TRIPS

PIONEER POWER ANTIQUE 
TRACTOR GAS ENGINE CLUB

PIONEER POWER OF WEST BRANCH

31st ANNUAL SHOW JULY 18 – 20, 2024
302 WEST M-55/TAWAS ROAD 

WEST BRANCH MI 48661

5 miles east on M-55.  West Branch exits are 
212 and 215. $5.00 admission; under 12 free.  
Food vendors on site.
 

* * * * * * 
 

37th ANNUAL WALLOON LAKE 
TRACTOR, ENGINE, CRAFT SHOW

NORHTERN MICHIGAN ANTIQUE 
FLYWHEELERS CLUB

00145 U.S. 131  BOYNE FALLS  MI 49712
JULY 25 – 28, 2024  OPEN AT 7:00 AM

The grounds are 2.7 miles north of Boyne 
Falls; 4 miles south of Walloon Lake; 13 miles 
south of Petosky.  It is just north of the Boyne 
Mountain Ski area.  There is a tractor mounted 
on the post at the visitors entrance.  There is a 
threshing machine at the north side of the 
grounds.  Campers should enter at the north 
entrance.  Donation is $7.00; under 12 free.  

 grounds. Campers should enter at the north 
entrance.  Donation is $7.00; under 12 free.  

Senior Day on Thursday asks for $5.00 
donation.  There is an all you can eat buffet. 
The buffet cost will likely be between $7.00 
and $9.00.
 

Areas of emphasis are Doodlebugs 
(Doodlebug Challenge) and home built 
tractors. The Parade of Power will be held 
each day at 2:00 PM.

* * * * * *
  

OSCEOLA COUNTY 4H/FFA FAIR
101 RECREATION AVENUE  

EVART MI 49631
JULY 27 – AUGUST 03, 2024

Admission and parking are free.
 

OOPS FILE ———
In the last newsletter, I erroneously stated 
that the Bridge Crossing would be held on 
Friday, September 06, 2024.  It should have 
dawned on me when they announced that 
transportation would be by school bus that 
either: a) there were going to be a LOT of 
happ students, or; b) the crossing will be on 
Saturday, September 7th.

~ Greg Hansmeier, Activities Director



No matter where 
you are reading 
this newletter from, 
we’d like to know 
how we’re doing. 
Ideas for articles 
welcome. 

Constructive criticism gracefully 
accepted.

sboals5475@charter.net

Thanks!
Sandy Boals, Newsletter Editor
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1949 John 
Deere model 
BW--- 4500.00

Sulky for 
pulling behind lawn tractor --- 125.00

3 Point Dearborn plow, 2 Bottom 14 inch--- 
400.00

Call Jerry Russell if 
interested--- 
989-350-1623

(Note: not actual 
photos, for reference 
only)

Try your hand at the mazes!

Since there was no Club meeting in 
June, the “Meeting Recap” will return in 

the August nesletter.



We are greatful to our advertisers/sponsors and hope you will 
patronize their businesses.

Advertisers/Sponsors
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Registration 
Closing Soon!

2024
MACKINAW BRIDGE CROSSING
    

 See pertinent dates!

  • July	1	-	Apparel	Pre-Orders	closes
• July	15	-	New	Buddy	Rider	registra7on	closes

• August	8	-	Apparel	pre-order	shipping
• August	15	-	New	buddy	rider	adjustments	

due	(if	needed)
• August	15	-	Par-cipant	Registra-on	Closes
• August	24	-	Final	par7cipant	charts	sent	to	

reps
• August	31	-	Last	minute	reminder	email	to	

reps

• September	7	-	The	16th		Annual	Crossing
March	1	-	Par7cipant	Registra7on	Opens	(We	
will	send	a	separate	email	with	info	on	this)
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